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What is Giving USA?

• The longest running, annual report on U.S. charitable giving
• Estimates for:

• Sources of giving
• Amounts received by type of organization

• Published by Giving USA FoundationTM

• Begun in 1956 by the American Association of Fundraising Counsel, now 
The Giving Institute

• Made possible by contributions from The Giving Institute member firms, 
foundations, and other donors

• Researched and written by the Indiana University Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Giving by individuals comprised 67 percent of total giving in 2021.1 • Giving by foundations—which includes grants made by independent, community, and operating foundations—amounted to 19 percent of all gifts made in 2021. 2 • Giving by bequest accounted for 9 percent of all gifts made in 2021. • Giving by corporations comprised 4 percent of total giving in 2021. 
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Presentation Notes
Religious organizations received the largest share of charitable dollars in 2021, at 27 percent of total giving. 3 The education subsector comprised the second-largest portion of charitable dollars in 2021, receiving 14 percent of total gifts. Human services organizations ranked third in total gifts received, at 13 percent of charitable dollars in 2021. Gifts to grantmaking foundations—including independent, community, and operating foundations—comprised the fourth-largest share of charitable dollars in 2021, amounting to 13 percent of total giving. Comprising the fifth-largest portion of charitable dollars in 2021, public-society benefit organizations received 11 percent of total giving. The health subsector ranked sixth in total gifts received, at 8 percent of charitable dollars in 2021. The international affairs subsector ranked seventh in total gifts received, amounting to 5 percent of charitable dollars in 2021. Arts, culture, and humanities organizations received the eighth-largest portion of charitable dollars in 2021, at 5 percent of total giving. Comprising the ninth-largest share of charitable dollars in 2021, the environment and animals subsector received 3 percent of total gifts. Finally, gifts made directly to individuals amounted to 2 percent of total giving in 2021. 
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Presentation Notes
In current dollars, total charitable giving increased 9.4 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 4.0 percent between 2020 and 2021. 4 The cumulative change in current-dollar total giving between 2019 and 2021 is 13.8 percent. Giving by individuals increased 5.8 percent in current dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, current-dollar individual giving increased 4.9 percent. The cumulative change in giving by individuals between 2019 and 2021 is 11.0 percent in current dollars. Current-dollar grantmaking by independent, community, and operating foundations increased 16.1 percent between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, foundation giving increased 3.4 percent in current dollars. The cumulative change in current-dollar giving by foundations between 2019 and 2021 is 20.1 percent. 5 Giving by bequest grew 30.5 percent in current dollars between 2019 and 2020. Giving by bequest declined -7.3 percent between 2020 and 2021. The cumulative change in current-dollar bequest giving between 2019 and 2021 is 21.0 percent. In current dollars, giving by corporations declined 4.9 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 23.8 percent between 2020 and 2021. The cumulative change in current-dollar giving by corporations between 2019 and 2021 is 17.8 percent. 
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In inflation-adjusted dollars, total charitable giving increased 8.1 percent between 2019 and 2020, and remained relatively flat with -0.7 percent growth between 2020 and 2021. 6 The cumulative change in total giving between 2019 and 2021 was 7.4 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Inflation-adjusted giving by individuals increased by 4.6 percent between 2019 and 2020. Growth in individual giving stayed flat between 2020 and 2021, with 0.2 percent growth in inflation-adjusted dollars. The cumulative change in inflation-adjusted giving by individuals between 2019 and 2021 is 4.7 percent. Adjusted for inflation, grantmaking by independent, community, and operating foundations grew 14.7 percent between 2019 and 20. Between 2020 and 2021, foundation giving declined 1.2 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. The cumulative change in inflation-adjusted giving by foundations between 2019 and 2021 is 13.3 percent. 7 Giving by bequest grew 28.9 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2020. This strong growth preceded an -11.4 percent decline in inflation-adjusted bequest giving between 2020 and 2021. The cumulative change in giving by bequest between 2019 and 2021 is 14.2 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Inflation-adjusted giving by corporations declined -6.0 percent between 2019 and 2020. Giving by corporations increased 18.3 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2020 and 2021. The cumulative change in inflation-adjusted giving by corporations between 2019 and 2021 is 11.1 percent. 
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In current dollars, giving to religion stayed flat at -0.1 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 5.4 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, current-dollar giving to religion increased 5.3 percent between 2019 and 2021. 8 Giving to education increased 16.5 percent in current dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, current-dollar giving to education declined -2.8 percent. The cumulative change in giving to education between 2019 and 2021 is 13.2 percent in current dollars. In current dollars, giving to human services increased 9.3 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 2.2 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, current-dollar giving to human services increased 11.7 percent between 2019 and 2021. Giving to foundations increased 7.0 percent in current dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, current-dollar giving to foundations increased 9.3 percent. The cumulative change in giving to foundations between 2019 and 2021 is 16.9 percent in current dollars. Giving to public-society benefit increased 15.8 percent in current dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, current-dollar giving to public-society benefit increased 23.5 percent. The cumulative change in giving to public-society benefit between 2019 and 2021 is 42.9 percent in current dollars. In current dollars, giving to health declined -5.7 percent between 2019 and 2020, and grew 7.7 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, current-dollar giving to health increased 1.5 percent between 2019 and 2021. Giving to international affairs increased 12.3 percent in current dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, current-dollar giving to international affairs stayed flat at 0.0 percent. The cumulative change in giving to international affairs between 2019 and 2021 is 12.3 percent in current dollars. In current dollars, giving to arts, culture, and humanities declined -5.6 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 27.5 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, current-dollar giving to arts, culture, and humanities increased 20.3 percent between 2019 and 2021. In current dollars, giving to environment/animals increased 10.6 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 11.0 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, current-dollar giving to environment/animals increased 22.8 percent between 2019 and 2021. 
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Adjusted for inflation, giving to religion declined -1.4 percent between 2019 and 2020, and remained flat at 0.7 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, giving to religion stayed flat at -0.7 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2021. 9 Giving to education increased 15.0 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, inflation-adjusted giving to education declined -7.2 percent. The cumulative change in giving to education between 2019 and 2021 is 6.8 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Adjusted for inflation, giving to human services increased 8.0 percent between 2019 and 2020, and declined -2.4 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, giving to human services increased 5.4 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2021. Giving to foundations increased 5.7 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, inflation-adjusted giving to foundations grew 4.4 percent. The cumulative change in giving to foundations between 2019 and 2021 is 10.3 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Giving to public-society benefit increased 14.4 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, inflation-adjusted giving to public-society benefit increased 17.9 percent. The cumulative change in giving to public-society benefit between 2019 and 2021 is 34.9 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Adjusted for inflation, giving to health declined -6.9 percent between 2019 and 2020, and grew 2.9 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, giving to health declined -4.2 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2021. Giving to international affairs increased 11.0 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2020. Between 2020 and 2021, inflation-adjusted giving to international affairs declined -4.5 percent. The cumulative change in giving to international affairs between 2019 and 2021 is 6.0 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Adjusted for inflation, giving to arts, culture, and humanities declined -6.8 percent between 2019 and 2020, and grew 21.8 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, giving to arts, culture, and humanities grew 13.5 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2021. Adjusted for inflation, giving to environment/animals increased 9.2 percent between 2019 and 2020, and increased 6.1 percent between 2020 and 2021. Cumulatively, giving to environment/animals increased 15.8 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2019 and 2021. 
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Total giving reached $484.85 billion in 2021, a 4.0 percent increase in current dollars. In inflation-adjusted terms, total giving changed by -0.7 percent in 2021, staying relatively flat with 2020. 10 Total charitable giving has increased or stayed flat in current dollars every year since 1981, with the exception of three years that saw declines: 1987, 2008, and 2009. 11 The annualized average rate of change in total giving in current dollars since 1981 is 5.6 percent. By comparison, the rate of change between 2020 and 2021 is lower than the 40-year annualized average. Adjusted for inflation, total charitable giving has declined ten times since 1981. The average annualized rate of change in total giving in inflation-adjusted dollars since 1981 is 2.7 percent, making the inflation-adjusted rate of change between 2020 and 2021 lower than average. The Great Recession ended in 2009. For the most recent decade from 2012 to 2021, the total growth in inflation-adjusted giving is 24 percent. In 2021, none of the four giving sources reached an all-time high in inflation-adjusted terms, but individuals, foundations, and bequests reached the second highest levels of giving on record. On the recipient side of giving, four charitable subsectors exceeded their previous highs in inflation-adjusted terms. 
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Estimated charitable giving by individuals (and households) was $326.87 billion in 2021, an increase of 4.9 percent from 2020 (in current dollars). Adjusted for inflation, giving by individuals remained flat with 0.2 percent growth in 2021. 12 The total amount estimated for giving by individuals in 2021 includes itemized and non-itemized charitable contributions. Contributions include gifts of cash, securities, and property. Very large “mega-gifts,” or gifts by individuals that require an adjustment to the econometric estimate, totaled $14.9 billion in 2021. 13 
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Grantmaking by independent, community, and operating foundations increased 3.4 percent from 2020—to an estimated $90.88 billion in 2021—in current dollars. Adjusted for inflation, giving by foundations declined -1.2 percent in 2021. 14 According to Candid’s 2021 Foundation Giving Forecast Survey, 60 percent of survey respondents reported increasing giving in fiscal year 2021, 4 percent reported that giving remained the same compared with 2020, and 36 percent reported a decline. 15 
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Charitable giving by bequest declined -7.3 percent in current dollars between 2020 and 2021, reaching $46.01 billion. 16 Adjusted for inflation, giving by bequest declined -11.4 percent in 2021. The total amount for giving by bequest in 2021 includes an estimated amount for charitable bequests from estates with assets of $10 million and above, estates with assets between $1 million and $10 million, and estates with assets below $1 million. For 2021: Estimated bequest giving from estates $10 million and above (filing estates) amounted to $23.24 billion. Estimated bequest giving from estates between $1 and $10 million amounted to $9.06 billion. Estimated bequest giving from estates with assets below $1 million amounted to $13.71 billion. 
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Charitable giving by corporations grew by an estimated 23.8 percent in 2021 from 2020, totaling $21.08 billion. Adjusted for inflation, giving by corporations increased 18.3 percent in 2021. 17 Corporate giving includes cash and in-kind contributions made through corporate giving programs, as well as grants and gifts made by corporate foundations. In 2021, U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew 10.1 percent over 2020, 18 and corporate pre-tax profits increased an astonishing 37.4 percent in current dollars. 19 Both of these economic indicators are closely linked to corporate giving. 
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The average rate of change in total giving by source between each five-year period in the last 40 years was 15.4 percent. 20 Total giving saw especially strong growth in the five-year period beginning in 1997. During the five-year period beginning in 1997, total giving grew 45.2 percent. During the five-year period beginning in 2007, the period that included the Great Recession, total giving declined -1.6 percent. Giving by individuals grew the most during the five-year period beginning in 1997, at 42.3 percent. This giving source shrank during the five-year period beginning in 2007, with a decline of -5.9 percent. Giving by foundations increased the most during the five-year period beginning in 1997, at 80.4 percent. This giving source did not decline once between any of the five-year periods between 1982 and 2021. 21 Giving by bequest saw its largest period of growth during the five-year period beginning in 1997 with an increase of 49.4 percent. Giving by bequest saw its slowest rate of growth during the five-year period beginning in 2007, growing 4.2 percent. Giving by corporations increased the most during the five-year periods beginning in 1997 and 2012, with 28.3 and 14.8 percent increases, respectively. The five year period beginning in 2017 recorded a -6.6 percent decline. 
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Giving by individuals has declined considerably as a percentage of total giving over the last 40 years, from 81 percent in the first five-year period beginning in 1982 to 69 percent in the last five-year period beginning in 2017. 22 Giving by foundations has grown substantially as a percentage of total giving over the last 40 years, from 6 percent in the first five-year period to 18 percent in the most recent five-year period. Giving by bequest has captured between 7 percent and 9 percent of total giving over the last 40 years, with its highest point in the five-year periods beginning in 1992, 1997, and 2017. Giving by corporations has consistently comprised between 4 percent and 6 percent of total giving. Giving by corporations has steadily declined over time, going from 6 percent of total giving in the five-year period beginning in 1982 to 4 percent of the total in the most recent period beginning in 2017. 
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Total charitable giving reached $484.85 billion in 2021, increasing by $18.61 billion in current dollars from 2020. 23 The average year-to-year change in total giving between 1981 and 2021 was an increase of $10.74 billion, making the current-dollar change in total giving between 2020 and 2021 larger than the 40-year average. Total giving declined by -$3.29 billion between 2020 and 2021 when adjusted for inflation. The average year-to-year inflation-adjusted change in total giving between 1981 and 2021 increased by $8.00 billion dollars. By comparison, total giving between 2020 and 2021 declined in inflation-adjusted dollars. Over the last 40 years, total giving in current dollars grew the most in the 10-year period from 1992–2001, at 108.5 percent. The slowest 10-year period of growth for total current-dollar giving was 2002-2011, at 28.3 percent. Over the last 40 years, total giving in inflation-adjusted dollars grew the most in the 10-year period from 1992-2001, at 65.3 percent. The slowest 10-year period of growth for total inflation-adjusted giving was the period from 2002–2011, when total giving increased 2.6 percent. 
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Several economic factors relate to how much donors give to charity each year. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is one of those factors. GDP is defined as the market value of all goods and services produced within a country’s borders within a specific period of time. It is one of the most important factors considered in measuring the status of a nation’s economic health. 24 Total giving as a percentage of GDP in 2021 was 2.1 percent. 25 Total giving as a percentage of GDP was below 2.0 percent throughout most of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. It rose to 2.0 percent and above through most of the 2000s, but then dropped to 1.9 percent in the years 2009 to 2011. Total giving as a percentage of GDP was at least 2 percent between 2012 and 2021. 
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Research has found a statistically significant correlation between changes in total giving and values on the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index (S&P 500). Because stock market values are an indicator of financial and economic security, households and corporations are more likely to give when the stock market is up. The direction of change and the robustness of growth in total giving generally lags slightly behind the S&P 500. However, policy changes that affect giving can mediate the connection between giving and stock values. The S&P 500 generally sees more dramatic changes from year to year than total giving. The inflation-adjusted range of change in the S&P 500 in the last 10- year period (2012 to 2021) was –8.5 percent to 27.7 percent. 26 This is compared with the inflation-adjusted range of change in total giving of –2.6 percent to 9.2 percent during this same period. The S&P 500 grew 21.2 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars between 2020 and 2021. This is compared with flat -0.7 percent growth for total giving in inflation-adjusted dollars. 
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Disposable personal income is tied to total household income, which is a key determinant of how much households give. In many cases, how much households give depends on their spendable, or disposable personal, income. This type of income is defined as that which is available after taxes have been paid. 27 In 2021, disposable personal income increased 6.1 percent in current dollars from 2020, or 1.3 percent adjusted for inflation. This compares with 4.9 percent growth in individual giving between 2020 and 2021, or flat growth of 0.2 percent adjusted for inflation. 28 In current dollars, individual giving as a percentage of disposable personal income was 1.8 percent in 2021—staying level with 2020. During the last 40 years, individual giving as a percentage of disposable personal income reached its highest level in 2005, at 2.4 percent. Individual giving as a percentage of disposable personal income reached its lowest level in 1995, dropping to 1.7 percent. 
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Corporate pre-tax profits are a significant factor in how much corporations give each year, and changes in corporate giving closely follow corporate pre-tax profits. Giving by corporations, which includes grants from corporate foundations, is estimated to be 0.7 percent of corporate pre-tax profits for 2021. 29 Corporate giving as a percentage of corporate pre-tax profits was at its highest point in the mid-1980s, when it reached 2.0 percent in 1986. In the last four decades, since 1981, corporate giving as a percentage of corporate pre-tax profits has averaged 1.1 percent.
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Contributions to the religion subsector comprised 27 percent of all donations received by charities in 2021. 30 Giving to religious organizations increased 5.4 percent in current dollars from 2020, totaling $135.78 billion in 2021. Adjusted for inflation, giving to religion was flat, with an increase of 0.7 percent. According to Blackbaud Institute, online giving to its sample of faith-based organizations increased 9.4 percent between 2020 and 2021. 31 Online giving comprised 16.8 percent of total giving for these organizations. 
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Giving to the education subsector amounted to 14 percent of total giving in 2021. 32 Contributions to education organizations fell -2.8 percent in current dollars from 2020 to $70.79 billion in 2021. Adjusted for inflation, giving to education organizations decreased -7.2 percent. According to the Council for Advancement and Support of Education, contributions to higher education institutions grew by 6.9 percent compared to 2020 and totaled $52.90 in 2021. 33 Higher education institutions analyzed by Blackbaud Institute saw a 13.6 increase in online giving between 2020 and 2021. 34 Online giving to K-12 education institutions increased 11.7 percent between 2020 and 2021. 
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Contributions to the human services subsector comprised 13 percent of all donations received by charities in 2021. 35 Giving to human services organizations grew 2.2 percent in 2021, totaling $65.33 billion. Adjusted for inflation, giving to human services decreased -2.4 percent between 2020 and 2021. Human services organizations analyzed by Blackbaud Institute saw a -5.9 percent decrease in online giving between 2020 and 2021. 36 According to the Benchmarks 2022 report by M+R and NTEN, online revenue to hunger and poverty relief organizations decreased -32.0 percent between 2020 and 2021. 37 
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Giving to foundations amounted to 13 percent of total giving in 2021. 38 Contributions to foundations increased 9.3 percent from 2019 to $64.26 billion in 2021. Adjusted for inflation, giving to foundations increased by 4.4 percent. The estimate for giving to foundations includes gifts made to independent, community, and operating foundations. In 2021, giving to foundations reached its highest inflation-adjusted value recorded to date. 
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Giving to public-society benefit organizations amounted to 11 percent of total giving in 2021. Contributions to the public-society benefit subsector increased 23.5 percent in 2021, totaling $55.85 billion. Adjusted for inflation, giving to public-society benefit organizations increased 17.9 percent. 39 Total contributions to the public-society benefit subsector reached the highest inflation-adjusted value recorded to date in 2021. In 2021, online giving to public-society benefit organizations analyzed by Blackbaud Institute grew 28.3 percent compared with 2020. 40 
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Contributions to the health subsector comprised 8 percent of all donations received by charities in 2021. 41 Giving to health organizations increased 7.7 percent in 2021, totaling $40.58 billion. Adjusted for inflation, giving to health increased 2.9 percent between 2020 and 2021. According to Blackbaud Institute, online contributions to healthcare increased by 8.4% between 2020 and 2021. 42 
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Giving to the arts, culture, and humanities subsector amounted to 5 percent of total giving in 2021. 43 Contributions to arts, culture, and humanities organizations increased by 27.5 percent from 2020 to $23.50 billion in 2021. Adjusted for inflation, giving to these organizations increased by 21.8 percent. The total amount contributed to arts, culture, and humanities reached its highest inflation-adjusted value in 2021. Online giving to arts organizations analyzed by Blackbaud Institute increased 11.1 percent between 2020 and 2021. 44 
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Contributions to the international affairs subsector comprised 5 percent of all donations received by charities in 2021. 45 Giving to international affairs organizations saw a flat growth rate of 0.0 percent in 2021, totaling $27.44 billion. Adjusted for inflation, giving to international affairs decreased -4.5 percent between 2020 and 2021. Total contributions to the international affairs subsector recorded the highest inflation-adjusted value in 2020. International affairs organizations analyzed by Blackbaud Institute saw an increase of 10.2 percent in online giving between 2020 and 2021. 46 
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Giving to the environment/animals subsector amounted to 3 percent of total giving in 2021. 47 Contributions to environmental/animal organizations rose 11.0 percent from 2020 to $16.32 billion in 2020. Adjusted for inflation, giving to these organizations increased 6.1 percent. In 2021, contributions to environment/animals totaled the highest inflation-adjusted value recorded to date. Online giving to animal welfare organizations analyzed by Blackbaud Institute increased 8.5 percent between 2020 and 2021. 48 Online giving to environment organizations increased 20.1 percent between 2020 and 2021. 
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Giving to religious organizations has been declining as a share of total giving to recipient organizations since the five-year period beginning in 1982, when it represented 58 percent of the total. In the last five-year period, 2017–2021, religious giving comprised 29 percent of the total. 49 The education subsector has received between 10 percent and 14 percent of total recipient contributions in the past four decades. Giving to education has been at its strongest in the last five five-year periods. The share of total giving to human services organizations stands at 13 percent for the five-year period beginning in 2017. Giving to this subsector was at single-digit percentage levels for the five-year periods beginning in 1982, 1987, and 1992, but rose to 10 percent starting in the five-year period beginning in 1997 and has steadily increased since then. Foundations have received between 5 percent and 12 percent of total contributions over the last 40 years. As a share of the total, giving to foundations saw its highest levels of giving in the five-year periods beginning in 1997, 2012, and 2017. The public-society benefit subsector has received between 7 percent and 9 percent of total recipient giving in the last 40 years. Giving to the health subsector has comprised between 8 percent and 10 percent of the total over the last four decades. Giving to international affairs organizations began to be tracked in 1987. This subsector maintained or increased its share of total contributions received in all subsequent five-year periods. Giving to arts, culture, and humanities organizations has consistently totaled between 3 percent and 5 percent of all charitable dollars received by organizations over the last four decades. Giving to environmental/animal organizations began to be tracked in 1987. Since then, giving to this subsector has steadily risen to 3 percent of total giving in the last three five-year periods. 
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Giving to all types of charitable organizations in the years 2017–2021 rose above giving in the years 2012–2017. 50 In the five-year period beginning in 2017, giving to public-society benefit organizations, environmental/animal organizations, and human services organizations saw the highest rates of growth. Giving to religion realized the slowest rate of growth during the same period. Despite its slow rate of growth in the five-year period beginning in 2017, giving to religion received by far the highest total donations over the same five year period compared to any other subsector. 
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The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) annually reports the number of charitable organizations registered under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. In 2020, the number of charitable organizations amounted to 1.40 million, a 2.8 percent increase over 2019. 51 The decline of 15.7 percent between the years 2010 and 2011 is explained by the Pension Protection Act of 2006. This act set the requirement for all nonprofit organizations (excluding religious organizations), regardless of size, to file tax returns beginning in 2007. In September 2011, over 200,000 charitable organizations lost their tax-exempt status for failure to file legally required documents for three consecutive years. Most of these organizations were likely small and defunct. 52 The number of organizations in charitable sector is generally variable from year to year. From 2010 to 2020, the average annualized rate of growth was 0.9 percent. However, the average annualized growth rate increases to 3.0 percent for the period from 2011 to 2020 (which excludes the anomalous drop in organizations from 2010 to 2011). 53 
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Mega Gift Type 2021
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Gift Type Gift Value

Gift $9,746,957,519

Pledge $18,619,050,000

Bequest $822,000,000



Mega Gifts 2021
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• $29.1 Billion from 575 Gifts represents 6 % of the total contributed in 2021

• Includes single gift of stock from Bill and Melinda Gates Valued at $15 Billion to their 
Foundation

Gift Range Dollars Gifts

$100,000,000+ $21,084,500,000 34

$50,000,000-$99,999,999 $1,610,000,000 37

$10,000,000-$49,999,999 $4,369,350,000 263

$1,000,000-$9,999,999 $2,079,157,519 241

TOTAL $29,143,007,519 575



Mega Gift Change: Year over Year
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Dollars Gifts Dollars Gifts Dollars Gifts

$100,000,000+ $13,328,667,500 15 $21,084,500,000 34 $7,755,832,500 19

$50,000,000-$99,999,999 $948,500,000 18 $1,610,000,000 37 $661,500,000 19

$10,000,000-$49,999,999 $5,113,250,000 262 $4,369,350,000 263 -$743,900,000 1

$1,000,000-$9,999,999 $910,257,519 242 $2,079,157,519 241 $1,168,900,000 -1

TOTAL $20,300,675,019 537 $29,143,007,519 575 $8,842,332,500 38

2020 2021 Delta
Gift Range



Million Gifts + Since 2008
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Mega Gift Trends TOTAL GIVING TOTAL DONORS

Bill and Melinda Gates Account for $15 Billion in 2021
Mackenzie Scott accounts for $133.5 Million in 2021



Trends # Mega Gifts by Dollar Range
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2021 Mega Gifts by Recipient Category
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Mega Gifts by 
Recipient
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Recipient Dollars Percent

Museums $560,000,000 1.92%

Public Affairs $581,600,000 2.00%

Foundations $15,675,200,000 53.84%

Colleges and Universities $6,496,687,519 22.31%

Arts $193,520,000 0.66%

Children and Youth $85,000,000 0.29%

Community Foundations $650,900,000 2.24%

Conservation $200,500,000 0.69%

Education $635,900,000 2.18%

Health $2,791,500,000 9.59%

Historic Preservation $20,000,000 0.07%

Human and Social Services $99,026,273 0.34%

International $221,700,000 0.76%

Legal Aid $26,000,000 0.09%

Sports and Rec $1,000,000 0.00%

Technology $36,000,000 0.12%

Other $839,050,000 2.88%



Questions and Answers
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For information call: 201-406-6035 
Or Email: scott@visionaryphilanthropy.com
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